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BP Debate: Teacher Checklist and Coaching Guide
AI on Trial: When the Machine Fails
	Motion. This House believes that when an AI fails to help someone in crisis, for example by failing to prevent a suicide, the company that built it can and should be held responsible.


1. The debate at a glance
1. Four camps, eight speakers, two minutes each: Opening Government and Opposition, then Closing Government and Opposition.
1. Closing teams must EXTEND: bring a fresh angle, not a repeat of their opening.
1. POIs: offered after the first 15 seconds and before the last 15 seconds, under 15 seconds each. Every speaker offers at least one and accepts at least one.
1. You are the Speaker of the House and the timekeeper. All interruptions go through POIs, never shouting.
2. How to weigh the debate
Score matter first (what they argue and prove), then method (how they structure and respond), then manner (how they deliver). Use the guide below.
	What you are weighing
	A strong version looks like
	Weight

	Arguments and evidence
	Claims backed by a real, named case and an exact quote from a card, not bare assertion.
	Highest

	Clash and rebuttal
	Answers the other side’s BEST point, then explains why it fails.
	High

	Extension (Closing)
	A genuinely new argument or frame, clearly labelled as new.
	High

	Weighing and impact
	Says why their argument matters MORE (scale, likelihood, who is protected).
	High

	Role and method
	Each speaker does their job; signposted, easy to follow.
	Medium

	POIs
	Offers and takes at least one; sharp questions, not speeches.
	Medium

	Manner
	Clear, confident, respectful; no shouting or reading word for word.
	Medium


Deciding who won. Find the two or three real clashes, and ask on each: whose evidence was stronger and whose weighing you can actually remember? Reward the team that engaged directly and told you why they won. A Closing team that did not extend cannot place first.
3. Coaching to win (say this to your students)
☐ Open on a real case and a quoted fact, then define what “responsible” means (legal liability, moral blame, or both).
☐ Build every point with P E E L, and make the Evidence a real card you can quote word for word.
☐ Name and quote the card accurately. Underline the exact words beforehand.
☐ Rebut the other side’s strongest point, not the weakest.
☐ Prepare two sharp POIs, under 15 seconds, aimed at the weak link in their case.
☐ Closing speakers: bring an EXTENSION. Whips: no new points, weigh the clash and tell me why you won.
Evidence map: which cards arm each side
	👍 Government (the company can and should be responsible)
Card 4: the Raine complaint says ChatGPT “was defectively designed” and the company “acted negligently.” Card 8: “ChatGPT mentioned suicide 1,275 times.”
Card 6 sycophancy and Card 26 (rules allowed a bot to “engage a child in conversations that are romantic or sensual”): the harm was foreseeable and built in.
Card 22 duty of care and Card 27 (Molly Russell: content “contributed to her death in a more than minimal way”): platforms can be held to have caused harm.
Card 20 and Card 21: if a chatbot is a “product,” it can be sued when defective. Card 29: do not let the company turn the user into a “liability sponge.”

	👎 Opposition (the company cannot or should not be solely responsible)
Card 10 the user broke the rules, and Card 11: models are “trained to not provide self-harm instructions and to shift into supportive, empathic language.”
Card 23 (“we will be removing the ability for users under 18 to engage in open-ended chat”) and Card 28 (oversight from “human-in-the-loop” to “human-out-of-the-loop”): firms and regulators already manage the risk.
Card 31 (“We have never had anything like this before”): a young person in crisis is shaped by family, school and society, so causation is shared.
Card 2 a chatbot may not truly “understand,” and Card 25 and Card 30: lawmakers and regulators, not blanket company blame, are the proper tools.


5. The clashes the best teams will have
	Government line
	Opposition answer
	Cards to watch

	The harm was foreseeable and designed in.
	Users misused it; safety was built in.
	6, 8, 26 vs 10, 11

	A chatbot is a product, so product liability applies.
	It is a tool or speech, and cannot truly understand.
	4, 20, 21 vs 2, 13

	Duty of care; courts already link content to harm.
	Responsibility is shared and already regulated.
	22, 27 vs 28, 31, 25, 30

	Do not scapegoat the nearest human.
	The firm corrects itself once harm is clear.
	29 vs 23


Teaching point. Whoever wins these exchanges, AND tells you why the exchange matters most, wins the room. Push students to weigh, not just to pile on more cards.
Model extensions to reward (for Closing teams)
	👍 Government. A systemic frame beyond the single case: a legal duty of care and regulation (Card 14, Card 22, Card 25), or the “moral crumple zone” that blocks the “user broke the rules” defence (Card 29).
👎 Opposition. Responsibility shared across family, school and state (Card 28, Card 31), or the argument that self-correction and regulation already work, so blanket liability is the wrong tool (Card 23, Card 30).


8. Quick score sheet (one row per speaker)
	Role
	Case + role
	Real card + quote
	Rebuttal
	POI in/out
	Weighed
	Notes

	PM (OG)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	LO (OO)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DPM (OG)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DLO (OO)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MG (CG)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MO (CO)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gov Whip
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opp Whip
	
	
	
	
	
	


Ranking (best to fourth): OG ___ · OO ___ · CG ___ · CO ___. Best speaker: ______________.
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