IMPORTANT NOTICE
John Locke A.I. Interview (5 July Sunday)
	For John Locke essayists. Complete your interview by 5 July (this Sunday). 

· It runs for 20 minutes, with five to eight adaptive follow-up questions based on your answers. Camera on. When 20 minutes have passed, the interview will stop immediately, whether or not you have finished talking.

· Make sure you re-read your essay three times. You must be familiar with it. You may keep your essay nearby, but do not read it aloud word for word. Pacing and length matter, because the A.I. probes more deeply into whatever you have just said.


Mock Interview Question Bank
Rehearse each answer aloud, to time. 
Essay Overview
1. Can you briefly introduce your essay and its main argument?  Angle: Cover the topic, your core claim, why it matters, your structure, two or three key examples, your strongest point, one counterargument with your response, and a weakness or something you would change. This answer previews most later questions, so build it well first.
1. Why did you choose this question?  Angle: Skip “I’m interested in this topic.” Name what makes it genuinely contested or hard to resolve. 
1. What is the main argument of your essay?  Angle: One clean thesis sentence, such as “My essay argues that…”. 
1. What are the main sections and structure of your essay?  Angle: Walk through it like a map/ journey, rather than a summary of the content.
1. What are the examples and evidence you used?  Angle: Name specifics, actual cases, data, or sources.
1. What is the strongest part of your essay?  Angle: Pick one thing and defend why it is strongest, rather than listing highlights.
Stress-Testing
1. If someone disagreed with your essay, what would be their strongest objection?  Angle: Pick the single strongest “steel-man”, not a weak strawman.
1. How would you respond to that objection?  Angle: Steelman it, then rebut: “This objection has force because… however, my argument still holds because…”. 
1. What is one weakness or limitation of your essay?  Angle: Frame it as a considered judgment rather than a failure: limited evidence, or an angle you did not explore. 
1. Can you explain one source or piece of research you used?  Angle: Go beyond saying you cited it. Say what it claims, why it is credible, and exactly which point it supports.
1. What did you learn or change your mind about while writing this essay?  Angle: One real, specific shift in your thinking.
1. Follow-up questions: the five to eight adaptive follow-up questions based on your answers. You cannot plan for these questions. Know your essay well.

Summer Debate Bootcamp (Module 2)
Our TED-style Red-Carpet Storytelling Showcase

	Welcome, storytellers! Today the room becomes a red carpet. Later, each of you will step up and tell a ONE-minute story, then take ONE minute of questions from your audience.
The star of the show is the storyteller who grabs and holds the most attention from start to finish. 

Cameras will be rolling, so bring your energy and enjoy your moment! 


Task 1. Watch and Compare: Ashton, then and now (15 minutes)
We are going to watch a TED student speaker, Ashton Cofer, at two different times. 
In Clip 1 (10 years ago), a young Ashton tells the story of how he and his teammates found a way to recycle Styrofoam （發泡膠）, starting with a fiery experiment on his patio. 
In Clip 2, he has now reflected on his TED experience. Do not just listen to WHAT he says. Watch HOW he says it, and notice how his delivery has changed.
Clip 1 (Ashton 10 years ago), watch 0:00 to 1:20 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HR9956gDpUY
Clip 2 (this year, he has matured), watch 1:11 to 2:00 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2OqXECjpQE
	What to watch for
	Clip 1 (2017) TED Talk
	Clip 2 (2026) TED Interview 

	Voice (loud or soft, fast or slow)
	
	

	Pauses (does he stop for effect?)
	
	

	Facial expressions
	
	

	Hands and body
	
	

	Eye contact
	
	

	Energy (1 to 5)
	
	



Which delivery pulls you in more, and why? __________________________________________________________
Task 2. Listening: Vocabulary Summary of Ashton’s Story (20 minutes)
Below is a summary of Ashton’s story. Fill each gap: use a phrasal verb from the BOX, change the WORD in capitals into the right form, or write the word you heard in the clip.
	Phrasal verbs (use each once):

throw away · come up with · give up · stumble upon · break down · turn into



Ashton Cofer was only a teenager when a stubborn problem caught his eye. Every year, people (1) _______________ billions of pounds of St____________（發泡膠）, yet almost none of it is (2) _______________ (RECYCLE). Most of it is buried in (3) _______________, where it lingers for centuries.
Ashton and his science-fair teammates were determined to (4) _______________ a solution. They carried out (5) _______________ (SCIENCE) experiments over and over. In one, Ashton set Styrofoam on (6) ____________ on his patio and watched the acrid black smoke curl upward. Failure after failure might have crushed them, but the team refused to (7) _______________.
Eventually, they (8) _______________ a method that used heat to (9) _______________ the Styrofoam and (10) ____________ it ________ useful carbon. One boy’s (11) __________________ (PERSEVERE) had transformed worthless rubbish into a genuine (12) _______________ (INNOVATE).
Task 3. Plan Your Story (5 minutes)
Great speakers think in pictures, not sentences. Plan your story in the order you will tell it: start with a strong opening hook, move through three vivid snapshots, and finish with a memorable last line. Keep it REAL and keep it to about one minute (roughly ten sentences).
	Part of your plan (in order)
	Your notes

	My opening hook (a catchy first line, not “Hello everyone”)
	

	The beginning (5W + 1H)
	

	The exciting tension (5 senses)
	

	The ending with my last line (the laugh, the twist, or the lesson)
	

	The one feeling I want my audience to leave with
	


Task 4. THE STORY SHOWCASE: Lights, Camera, Story! (45 minutes)
The red carpet is ready. When it is your turn, come out, strike a pose for the camera, and tell your one-minute story. Then take one minute of questions from your audience.
1. Speakers: stand tall, look up, use your voice and your hands, and enjoy it.
1. Audience: give your full attention, and have one good question ready.  
	Speaker
	My Question

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	



What makes a star speaker (notice these): 
	BUD+ PROGRAMME
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· 
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· a clear, expressive voice
· a strong opening and a strong last line
· eye contact & using hands and face
· a moment that makes us laugh, gasp, or feel
· answering questions with confidence or humor
· able to capture and maintain audience’s attention for the entire speech

What to Expect Next Week: BP Debate!
Next week we argue, in the tradition of the BP debate. Here is our motion:
	“This House believes that social media should actively attempt to
make positive changes to the emotions of individuals who post things
that suggest they are experiencing strong negative emotions.”

(Adapted from The Hong Kong British Parliamentary Debating Championship 2018 Grand Final)

Full BP debate video “HKBPDC 2018 Grand Final”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M65PXPsCpqs
Come to class with two reasons for each side.
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