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Summer Debate Bootcamp (Module 1)
World Cup Hosts: Glory, Growth, Gamble, or Grief?

Congratulations! Bravo!
	
(1) You’re done with your English exams!

(2) Twenty-two students submitted an essay for the John Locke Institute Global Essay Prize — congratulations on completing such a demanding, university-level piece of writing! Fingers crossed for you all. A few reminders:
· Complete the John Locke English Exam by 25th June, parental consent by 30th June and prepare for a possible interview.
· Shortlist results will be released on 8th July.



This is where we left off last week.


Task 6. Storytelling Techniques & Writing your own story (coursework)
Great speakers think in scenes.
· Plan 3 vivid moments (like film stills).
· Speak by describing what you see in your mind.
· Do not memorise lines.
Write a 1-minute story (about 10 sentences).
Choose a real moment that shaped you — pressure, conflict, injustice, courage, failure, or triumph. End with insight. What did you learn? Why does it matter?
If you retell someone else’s story, own it. Make it compelling and believable.

Task 7. Voice Circle (20 minutes)
· Form a wide circle. Pair with the person across from you.
· Speak with volume, control, and steady eye contact.
· Listener: raise your thumb only if the speaker is clear and composed.
· Rotate partners.
· A few speakers will present to the whole group.

This week…
Task 1. Trivia (5 minutes)
1. Which countries will host the 2026 FIFA World Cup?

2. The FIFA World Cup was hosted by ____________, ____________, and ____________ in 2014, 2018, and 2022.
3. Imagine you are the President of one of the 2026 host countries.
What would you do to prepare for the World Cup?

Task 2. Research & Writing Your Debate Speech (30 minutes)
On your table you'll find a set of readings. Keep it confidential within your team. Read them carefully, then pick the two or three points that most strongly support your side. Underline or jot down the facts, numbers, and examples you want to use.
No phones, no AI. Just you, your teammates, and the readings. Talk quietly together to plan who argues what, then write your own speech.
Suggested timing:
· 0–15 min: Read and choose your strongest evidence (please select at least two!!! They should NOT overlap with your teammates’)
· 15–25 min: Write your speech using the frame below
· 25–30 min: Practise reading it aloud at least twice

Motion: This House believes hosting the World Cup is more of a boon than a bane to the host country.
	OPENING

Good __________ , ladies and gentlemen. My name is __________ , and I am speaking for / against the motion.

Tonight's motion asks whether hosting the World Cup is a boon or a bane to the host country — and I intend to show this House that the answer is not nearly as close as my opponents would have you believe. 
[TURN OVER TO THE NEXT PAGE!]

This House should believe that hosting the World Cup is __________ (a great benefit / a great cost) for the host country, and I make that case on the following grounds.

REBUTTAL
Before I turn to my own case, allow me a moment with theirs. My opponents would have you believe that ______________________________________________ .
I would suggest, with respect, that they have mistaken __________ for __________ .
But the evidence shows/ This ignores the fact that / This wrongly assumes that  
____________________________________________________________.
1st ARGUMENT
Here’s my first point. ___________________________________________________________ .
An example from the article by _______________________________ shows that 
_____________________________________________________________
2nd ARGUMENT 
That brings me to my second point, which is that __________________________________________________________ .
Another piece of evidence is ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________/
Once again, we see that ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ .
CLOSING
So let us be clear about what is really at stake. For these reasons -- __________ and __________ -- this House should proudly support / firmly oppose the motion. Hosting the World Cup brings more benefits than harm/ brings more harm than benefits to the host country. Thank you.




Task 3. Debate (25 minutes)
Choose your team roles: captain, first speaker, second speaker, etc.
Remember: Debate is not about “defeating” the other side. It is about thinking clearly, speaking calmly, and responding logically.
Today’s strongest debater will be someone who:
· Listens carefully to others
· Speaks confidently but respectfully
· Stays calm under pressure
· Shows humility and maturity
· Delivers thoughtful, logical rebuttals
Focus on clarity, reasoning, and teamwork.
Task 4. Exit Ticket (5 minutes)
The World Cup is a lot more than just soccer.
It is also about ____________________, _________________, ________________, and many other issues.

	
Compulsory Coursework (TED-Ed Talk in Class) 

1. Storytelling: Prepare your 1-minute story for next week’s mini TED‑Ed talk (4th July). We will combine the two classes from 3:00-4:30pm and 4:30-6:00pm. The story may be about any topic, but it must be real — something you or a friend genuinely experienced. 

Do not use a script; speak naturally and from memory. You may work in pairs.

2. John Locke essayists — Check your email and complete the English exam (if extension is granted) ASAP and parental consent by 30th June.
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