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Description automatically generated]BLOSSOM PROGRAMME
                            
Summer Debate Bootcamp (Module 1)
World Cup Hosts: Glory, Growth, Gamble, or Grief?

Congratulations! Bravo!
	
(1) You’re done with your English exams!

(2) Twenty-two students submitted an essay for the John Locke Institute Global Essay Prize — congratulations on completing such a demanding, university-level piece of writing! Fingers crossed for you all. A few reminders:
· Complete the John Locke English Exam by 25th June, parental consent by 30th June and prepare for a possible interview.
· Shortlist results will be released on 8th July.



This is where we left off last week.


Task 6. Storytelling Techniques & Writing your own story (coursework)

· Think in images, not sentences. Replace your written script with a sequence of mental paintings. When you speak, don't read text in your head — simply describe the pictures hanging on the wall of your mind. Sketch out 3 paintings (your key images) in the attached storytelling guide.

· Now write your 1-minute story. Aim for 10 sentences in total. Choose a moment you felt vividly, something that stirred a strong emotion. It could be about school bullying, a sibling, Mother's Day, a dramatic day, an encounter with a taxi driver, or a time you were furious. Anything that left a mark on you, ideally with a point or lesson you want to draw from it.

· If you genuinely can't think of one of your own, you may borrow a friend's story or one you've heard, but you must retell it really well, as if it were your own. The key rule: it must be a real story, one that can stir, transform, or genuinely move your audience.



Task 7. Practise speaking it in a public circle (15 minutes)
1. Set up the chairs in a big circle and pair up with the person opposite you, sitting at least 2 metres apart. Project your voice and take turns telling your story.
2. As the listener, hold up your thumb only while you can clearly hear the speaker and they're maintaining eye contact. The moment either one drops, lower your thumb.
3. Then switch seats and pair up with someone new. Finally, a few people will be chosen at random to share their stories with the whole class.
**************************************************************************************
Task 1. Trivia (5 minutes)
1. Which countries will host the 2026 FIFA World Cup?

2. The FIFA World Cup was hosted by ____________, ____________, and ____________ in 2014, 2018, and 2022.
3. Imagine you are the President of one of the 2026 host countries.
What would you do to prepare for the World Cup?
What planning and preparations would be necessary?

Task 2. Research & Writing Your Debate Speech (30 minutes)
Before You Begin
On your table you'll find a set of readings. You do not need to understand every word. Skim them, then pick the two or three points that most strongly support your side. Underline or jot down the facts, numbers, and examples you want to use.
The rules: No phones, no AI. Just you, your teammates, and the readings. Talk quietly together to plan who argues what, then write your own speech.
Suggested timing:
· 0–15 min: Read and choose your strongest evidence (please select at least two!!! They should NOT overlap with your teammates’)
· 15–25 min: Write your speech using the frame below
· 25–30 min: Practise reading it aloud at least twice

Motion: This House believes hosting the World Cup is more of a boon than a bane to the host country.
	OPENING
Good __________ , ladies and gentlemen. My name is __________ , and I am speaking 
for / against the motion.

Tonight's motion asks whether hosting the World Cup is a boon or a bane to the host country — and I intend to show this House that the answer is not nearly as close as my opponents would have you believe.

This House should believe that hosting the World Cup is __________ (a great benefit / a great cost) for the host country, and I make that case on the following grounds.

REBUTTAL
Before I turn to my own case, allow me a moment with theirs. My opponents would have you believe that ______________________________________________ .
I would suggest, with respect, that they have mistaken __________ for __________ .
But the evidence shows/ This ignores the fact that / This wrongly assumes that  
______________________________________________________________.
1st ARGUMENT
Here’s my first point. _________________________________________________ .
An example from the article by _______________________________ shows that 
______________________________________________________________
2nd ARGUMENT 
That brings me to my second point, which is that _______________________________ .
Another piece of evidence is _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________.
Once again, we see that ______________________________________________ .
CLOSING
So let us be clear about what is really at stake. For these reasons -- __________ and __________ -- this House should proudly support / firmly oppose the motion. Hosting the World Cup brings more benefits than harm/ brings more harm than benefits to the host country. Thank you.




Task 3. Debate (25 minutes)
Choose your team roles: captain, first speaker, second speaker, etc.
Remember: Debate is not about “defeating” the other side. It is about thinking clearly, speaking calmly, and responding logically.
Today’s strongest debater will be someone who:
· Listens carefully to others
· Speaks confidently but respectfully
· Stays calm under pressure
· Shows humility and maturity
· Delivers thoughtful, logical rebuttals
Focus on clarity, reasoning, and teamwork.
Task 4. Exit Ticket
The World Cup is a lot more than just soccer.
It is also about ____________________, _________________, ________________ and many other issues.
	
Compulsory Coursework

1. Story (if incomplete) — Finish writing your story and be ready to tell it in class.

2. Prepare for Next Week’s Debate Motion & Do Your Research — 

This House believes that when an AI fails to help someone in crisis — for example, by failing to prevent a suicide — the company that built it cannot be held responsible.

(NOTE: This debate touches on suicide and mental health, which are serious topics. We're debating the responsibility of companies and technology, not anyone's personal experience. If anything in this discussion feels heavy or uncomfortable, please talk to a teacher, school counsellor, or a trusted adult.)

3. John Locke essayists — Check your email and complete the English exam (if extension is granted) ASAP and parental consent by 30th June.




– END OF MODULE –
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